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past few days, about how some of Wall
Street’'s biggest banks are planning to give
millions of dollars in bonuses. | am outraged
by this. | have to ask myself, “Where is the
common sense of these Wall Street bankers?
Where is their patriotism? Where is their
shared sense of sacrifice?”

| grew up during World War Il. When this
Nation was in trouble then, all Americans
stood together; all Americans made sac-
rifices—the working men and women of this
country and the barons of industry. This cur-
rent crowd on Wall Street just doesn’t seem to
get that. And that is a shame.

It was important for the government to help
save the American financial system from ruin.
It was close to going off a desperately high
cliff in the autumn of 2008. That would have
been devastating for the Missouri families |
represent. Was | angered that the government
had to take emergency action? You bet |
was—as were the folks in whose shoes |
stand each day in Washington.

Action was needed in large part because
Wall Street tycoons had gambled with risky
mortgage backed securities and because the
government was not shining its regulatory light
fully on these risky investments. And, many
Wall Street firms rewarded employees with ex-
uberant pay packages based on get-rich-quick
financial transactions.

In February 2009, Congress directed Treas-
ury to review and set strict guidelines on exec-
utive compensation at financial institutions re-
ceiving assistance under the 2008 Emergency
Economic Stabilization Act. Treasury has been
doing that under the direction of Kenneth
Feinberg, who runs the Office of the Special
Master on executive compensation at the de-
partment.

| am saddened that Congress would have to
create a special office to help this greedy
bunch find their moral compass. And, | am
even more saddened that Wall Street banks
would continue to think it appropriate to cut
enormous bonus checks when so many Amer-
ican families are out of work and many others
are very deeply concerned about their eco-
nomic future. Can’t the Wall Street crowd see
how their pay schemes are interpreted in mid-
dle America? Can’t they understand that their
profits are occurring because the American
people made serious sacrifices to right the Na-
tion’s economic ship?

| am not yet convinced that the Treasury
Secretary, the Federal Reserve Chairman, or
the President have worked hard enough to
press this compensation issue with the Wall
Street community. That is why Congress has
been working on several bills to establish
more sensible policies in this area and in fi-
nancial regulation more broadly.

| fully realize that American companies must
retain good workers to be competitive in the
global marketplace and it takes pay to do that,
but | am angered that executives at firms that
received federal taxpayer assistance do not
possess the common sense to share in the
sacrifices being made by the American people
during this tough economic climate. | urge
them to take a step back and to reconsider
their actions.
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HONORING ROBERT AMMON FOR
HIS 50 YEARS OF SERVICE WITH
THE CORFU FIRE DEPARTMENT

HON. CHRISTOPHER JOHN LEE

OF NEW YORK
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Tuesday, January 12, 2010

Mr. LEE of New York. Madam Speaker, it is
with great pride that | pay tribute to Mr. Robert
Ammon for his 50 years of service as a mem-
ber of the Corfu Fire Department in the village
of Corfu, New York.

Over his five decades of service with the
Department, Bob has held numerous leader-
ship positions with the volunteer Department,
including President, Vice-President, Trustee,
Chairman of Carnivals and Parade Chairman.

In addition to his various official leadership
roles, Bob has also been instrumental in nu-
merous other community and fundraising
events, including raising funds for the original
building that housed the Corfu Fire Depart-
ment and also for finalizing the sale of the De-
partment’s current facility.

Bob is a true hero who has risked his life
countless times over the course of his service
to the department and community. The village
of Corfu is fortunate to have the Corfu Fire
Department serving the community, and to
have had Bob as part of the department for
the last 50 years.

Madam Speaker, | ask that the House join
me in recognizing Bob Ammon’s 50 years of
dedicated service to the community.

HONORING RUTH ARDEN

HON. MARCY KAPTUR

OF OHIO
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Tuesday, January 12, 2010

Ms. KAPTUR. Madam Speaker, | rise today
to honor the life of Ruth Arden, the longtime
Executive Director of St. Paul's Community
Center. Ruth was a passionate advocate for
the homeless, the impoverished, and for the
welfare of the entire Toledo community. She
first became involved with the center in 1975,
when, as the outreach director for St. Paul's
United Methodist Church, she took on the role
of the center’s first director. Although the job
was initially supposed to have been tem-
porary, Ruth’s innate kindness, combined with
the state of Ohio’s decision to close mental
hospitals, meant that her stay at the center
turned out to be much longer than expected.
Those discharged from the hospitals “hovered
into the doorways” at the center, noted St.
Paul’s co-director Marcia Langenderfer, and in
the face of such pressing need, Ruth simply
could not turn people away.

Over the next 34 years, Ruth transformed
St. Paul’s from a small operation in a church
basement into a $1.2 million organization that
served 100,000 meals annually and super-
vised 12 transitional apartments as well as a
30-bed homeless shelter. “l think she would
have worked forever,” Ms. Langenderfer said,
adding that Ruth “was very strong-willed and
always determined to help this population.”

Yet Ruth’s desire to make this world a bet-
ter place was not limited to those whom she
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served at St. Paul's. An enthusiastic art lover,
she participated in the Toledo Museum of Art’s
Children’s Program and, from 2003 to 2007,
served on the board of the Toledo Artists’
Club. Additionally, Ruth belonged to the Ro-
tary Club of Toledo and was on the board of
the Coalition for Housing and Homelessness
in Ohio from 1983 to 2003. In 1991, Inc. Mag-
azine named her a finalist for the publication’s
prestigious Entrepreneur of the Year award.

| first met Ruth in 1983, and was floored by
the way in which this remarkable woman
seized every opportunity to remind others to
be both grateful and kind. “We would go to
church,” her daughter Kimberly Arden Chan-
dler recalled, “and on the way home, she
would drive us through neighborhoods where
people didn’t have as much as we did and told
us how lucky we were.” It was a valuable les-
son for Kimberly and her two siblings, and
Ruth dedicated her life to teaching it to every-
one she encountered. Yet she never asked for
praise. She helped others not for her own self-
satisfaction or for recognition from the commu-
nity, but because it was simply the fair and
noble thing to do. The size and success of St.
Paul's Community Center is a shining testa-
ment to her perseverance, her zeal, and her
overwhelming compassion. Ruth amazed me
as a freshman Congresswoman, and her
achievements continue to amaze me still. It is
only right that she should now receive Amer-
ica’s wholehearted gratitude and appreciation
for her outstanding accomplishments and ex-
traordinary life.

Ruth will be greatly missed in Toledo: she
grew up there, raised her children there, and
spent decades working to improve her home-
town. A graduate of Waite High School, the
University of Toledo, and Baldwin-Wallace
College, Ruth was preceded in death by her
son, Kris Kontak. We offer our heartfelt condo-
lences to her daughters, Kimberly Arden
Chandler and Karen Kontak; son, K. Reynold

Kontak; seven grandchildren; three great-
grandchildren; and her dear friend Jim
Gottron.

| know that Ruth’s family and friends are
deeply comforted by the legacy she left behind
and the memories they share. She helped so
many people over the course of her rich and
full life, and her efforts are ones for which all
of us are profoundly grateful. May she be
blessed with a restful peace, and may we al-
ways remember the life and good deeds of
Ruth Arden.

Her achievements on behalf of our commu-
nity benefited others too often forgotten in our
technologically pigeonholed society. She
painstakingly bestowed on our community a
lasting endowment of vision and institutional
capacity to serve the homeless and forgotten
in the heart of Toledo. Indeed, Ruth gave this
community heart. What was even more amaz-
ing was that she was of a position in life
where this pursuit was not necessary to her
existence. Her conscience and spiritual mis-
sion impacted thousands of people for the bet-
ter. Her life stands as a bright star whose light
points the path for those wise enough to follow
its gleam.
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HONORING THE LIFE OF RICHARD
T. WAX

HON. TRAVIS W. CHILDERS

OF MISSISSIPPI
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Tuesday, January 12, 2010

Mr. CHILDERS. Madam Speaker, | rise
today with deep sadness by the passing away
of a native Mississippian, Mr. Richard T. Wax.
Mr. Wax, 83, died Monday, January 4, 2010,
at his home.

Mr. Wax was President of the Wax Com-
pany, founded in 1898 by N.T. Wax. The Wax
Company was built on the foundation of serv-
ing Mississippi farmers. Mr. Wax joined the
company in 1948. He was elected President in
1972 and spent over 50 years of service to
the Mississippi agricultural industry. Mr. Wax
was also former president of the Southern
Seedsmen’s Association, the Southern Field
Seed Council and was appointed by the Amer-
ican Seed Trade Association to the Panel of
Arbitrators of the American Arbitration Asso-
ciation.

Mr. Wax was a devoted husband to
Lewellen, and father to Barry, John, and Terry.
Madam Speaker, with distinct honor and pride,
| along with the citizens of Amory, Mississippi,
sadly mourn the death of such an inspirational
Mississippian. | want to personally thank him
for his contributions. His memory will live on.

——

CONGRATULATIONS TO JON AND
CRYSTAL TAETS

HON. LEONARD LANCE

OF NEW JERSEY
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Tuesday, January 12, 2010

Mr. LANCE. Madam Speaker, | rise today to
congratulate Jon Taets, my legislative director,
and his wife, Crystal, on the birth of their sec-
ond child. On Sunday, January 10, 2010 Jon
and Crystal welcomed John Patrick “Jack”
Taets to their family. Little Jack was named in
honor of Jon’s late grandfather, Jack Gillespie.

At birth, Jack Taets weighed 7 pounds 9
ounces and measured 20 inches long, and will
be welcomed home by his older sister, Eliza-
beth.

COMMENDING ZACH BONNER

HON. GUS M. BILIRAKIS

OF FLORIDA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Tuesday, January 12, 2010

Mr. BILIRAKIS. Madam Speaker, | rise
today to congratulate Zach Bonner, one of my
young constituents whose humanitarian work
has earned him the Most Inspiring Person of
the Year award from Beliefnet.com.

Zach created a charitable enterprise, the Lit-
tle Red Wagon Foundation, when he was
eight years old to help children in need. Zach
has been doing humanitarian work since he
was just six years old, handing out water from
his red wagon after a hurricane. He has raised
money to help provide meals to needy families
during the holidays and has donated needed
school supplies to children from lower-income
families.
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Zach recently began a walk across America
to raise awareness about the problem of youth
homelessness in our country. Zach will be
walking 2,225 miles to raise money to help
homeless kids. He previously walked nearly
1,000 miles from Tampa to Washington D.C.
for the same purpose. If he successfully com-
pletes his walk across the country—and | do
not doubt that he will—Zach will become the
youngest person to do so.

Madam Speaker, | am honored to represent
such a fine young man who has dedicated
himself to helping underprivileged children. It
inspires me that he has done so when he is
only twelve years old himself. His age cer-
tainly belies his maturity. | want to commend
this fine young man to all of our colleagues
and hold him as an example of the good that
can be done by one dedicated individual.

——————

HONORING BOY SCOUT TROOP 623
OF SOUTHWEST MICHIGAN ON
ITS 90TH ANNIVERSARY

HON. FRED UPTON

OF MICHIGAN
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Tuesday, January 12, 2010

Mr. UPTON. Madam Speaker, | rise today
to pay tribute to Boy Scout Troop 623 of
Southwest Michigan, on the occasion of its
90th anniversary. Boy Scout Troop 623 is
among the oldest in the nation with the ear-
liest records reporting a December 1919
founding, only three years after Congress
chartered the national organization.

While the United States is home to many
accomplished and dedicated Boy Scout
Troops, Troop 623 remains among the most
distinguished. The Troop has weathered sev-
eral difficulties including a 1931 fire that de-
stroyed their camp on Lake Madron. The
camp was rebuilt during difficult economic
times and has thrived ever since. Camp
Madron is still among the finest Scout camps
in the United States.

In the summer of 1961, Boy Scout Troop
623 became the first troop from West Michi-
gan to serve as the Governor's Honor Guard
and Ft. Mackinac guides when they took the
first of their annual weeklong trips to Mackinac
Island. The summer of 2010 will mark the 49th
consecutive trip the troop has taken, making
Troop 623 the longest serving troop in the
state. This trip is the highlight of a scout’s ca-
reer.

Scouting is a tremendously rewarding activ-
ity, something which | have learned firsthand
from my time as a Troop 623 Scout. For the
hundreds of former members of Troop 623,
their experiences with Scouting have equipped
them to become responsible citizens and lead-
ers in the communities that they now call
home. The values learned as a Scout are irre-
placeable, and the lives of those who have
Scouting training bear tribute to their training.
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CONGRATULATIONS TO THE
ALTERNATIVEPRESS.COM

HON. LEONARD LANCE

OF NEW JERSEY
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Tuesday, January 12, 2010

Mr. LANCE. Madam Speaker, | rise today to
congratulate The AlternativePress.com as it
celebrates its one-year anniversary.

The AlternativePress.com was launched in
October 2008 and currently serves as New
Jersey’s all-online alternative to local print
newspapers.

In my congressional district, The
AlternativePress.com serves residents in
Berkeley Heights, New Providence, Summit
and Westfield and features a wide array of
news and information, from video streaming of
local high school sports events to real estate
listings and restaurant reviews, to objective
local, regional and state news.

The AlternativePress.com is led by lifelong
New Jersey resident and Rutgers University
graduate Michael M. Shapiro, who serves as
the outlet’s chief executive officer and editor.

| would like to congratulate Michael Shapiro
and the entire AlternativePress.com team as it
celebrates its one-year anniversary. | com-
mend the whole team for its tremendous serv-
ice to the public.

RECOGNIZING THE GREATER FORT
WORTH MARTIN LUTHER KING,
JR. HOLIDAY COMMITTEE

HON. MICHAEL C. BURGESS

OF TEXAS
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Tuesday, January 12, 2010

Mr. BURGESS. Madam Speaker, today |
rise to recognize the Greater Fort Worth Mar-
tin Luther King, Jr. Holiday Committee, for its
work on promoting and honoring the legacy of
Martin Luther King, Jr. Since 1985, the Com-
mittee has held a Scholarship Awards Ban-
quet, as well as a Fort Worth March/Parade,
in honor of Martin Luther King, Jr.

This organization is one of the oldest in our
country that has a commitment to promoting
the legacy of one of our nation’s greatest civil
rights leaders. In fact, the first Fort Worth Pa-
rade honoring Dr. King was held one year be-
fore the national holiday was observed.

This year, the Committee has several activi-
ties planned around the holiday, including a
Scholarship Banquet, a Gospel/Jazz Social,
and a Parade and High School Band Exhi-
bition. All events are scheduled to be held dur-
ing the weekend of Saturday, January 16,
through Monday, January 18, 2010.

Madam Speaker, it is with great honor that
| rise today and recognize the Greater Fort
Worth Martin Luther King, Jr. Holiday Com-
mittee for their commitment to upholding the
legacy of Dr. King. | am proud to represent
this charitable organization and the City of
Fort Worth in the United States House of Rep-
resentatives.
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